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Initial consonant sounds ta groups တဝဂ ်ဋဝဂ ် t, d and n 
Initial 
sound 

Burmese 
examples Pronunciation Definition 

English 
examples Description 

/t/ 

တ tá long for, yearn stag alveolar stop / plosive 

တာ ta measure star with tongue pushed back 

တား tà forbid steam unvoiced 

တု tú imitate, vie with stick unaspirated 

Said without aspiration as when the /t/ is the 2nd letter in consonant cluster with the tongue pushed 
back to a post alveolar position and may approach a retroflex stop 

/tʰ/ 
or 
ht 

ထ tʰá get up, rise table alveolar stop / plosive 

ထား tʰà keep, put, place tar with tongue pushed back 

ထိုင ် tʰàin sit, settle team unvoiced 

ထ ု tʰú hammer, carve tick aspirated 
Said like a more aspirated /t/ with the tongue pushed back to a post alveolar position 

/d/ 

ဒါ da this one day alveolar stop / plosive 

ဒ ီ di this place dare partly or fully voiced 

ဒ ု du thickness dear unaspirated 

ေဒါင်း daʊɴ̀ peafowl door  
An intervocalic /d/ in close juncture may approach /ɾ/ in casual speech, especially in Yangon 

/n/ 

နား nà nearby near alveolar nasal 

ေန néi sun never voiced 

ိုး nò wake up night plain 

နဲ né and, with no  
Said like an /n/ in English 

/hn/ 
or 
n ̥ 

ာှ hna nose no English alveolar nasal 

စ်ှ hniʔ year, two equivalent voiceless start 

ာှ hna nose  pre-aspirated 

င်ှး hnin grant, bestow   

Said with a pre-aspirated or whispered n start but this may not be clearly perceptible. 


